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On Friday, June 27, 2008, the Texas 

Medical Board voted unanimously 

to begin considering patient care cases 

at Informal Settlement Conferences even 

when those patient cases have been 

reviewed by the Board’s physician experts 

and are determined to have no violations 

of the law. The Board’s previous procedure 

prevented the presentation of allegations 

against physicians at Informal Settlement 

Conferences if the Board’s experts 

had already exonerated the physician. 

Consequently, this vote represents a 

major change to a procedure designed 

to protect physicians from surprise 

confrontations with conference members 

about unsupported allegations.

I. The Law

     An Informal Settlement Conference is a 

proceeding before a panel of Board 

members and representatives where an 

accused physician has the right to respond 

to speciþc investigative allegations that 

the physician violated the Medical Practice 

Act. The beneþt of the conference is that 

it allows the Board and the target physician 

to openly evaluate allegations against the 

physician in a manner that facilitates 

resolution of the matter without additional 

litigation. The process is grounded in the 

principle that the target physician should 

be fully informed of the facts and 

allegations that have been developed 

against them in order for the conference 

to be as productive as possible.   

The Texas Medical Board 
voted unanimously to begin 

considering patient care 
cases at Informal Settlement 

Conferences even when 
those patient cases have 

been reviewed by the Board’s 
physician experts and are 

determined to have no 
violations of the law.

The Act requires that before a conference, 

the Board’s Staff must obtain reviews 

from at least two physician experts who 

practice in the same specialty as the 

target physician and both Board experts 

must agree that the target physician 

violated the law. The Act further mandates 
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